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their handling will require time, patience and practical
statesmanship.
In some cases there is no natural cohesion or homogeneity
in a given Colonial area, and adjustment of boundaries or
federation may be necessary. There is the outstanding
problem of white minorities in bkck or coloured com-
munities, such as exist in the Rhodesias and East Africa,
to say nothing of the politically independent Union of
South Africa, whose native policy naturally affects other
African territories. The policy of "parallelism" which is
being tried in Southern Rhodesia is of dubious practica-
bility or justice in the Colonial sphere. Indeed it has yet to
be discovered what is the permanent role of Europeans in
countries which are primarily the natural habitat of the
coloured races. That for some time to come they have a
great part to play in leadership and guidance to those races
is indisputable, and co-operation between them on this basis
is all to the good, but when, with that aid, the coloured
peoples have attained political maturity., a serious problem
will have to be faced.
Then there is the wider question of the best form of
self-government for peoples unfamiliar with Western tradi-
tions, the progressive adaptation of indigenous instituticns
to the requirements of modern life, and the suitability of
representative or parliamentary institutions on the Western
model, which, be it remembered, are regarded as legitimate
political objectives and tests of our sincerity by many African
and other peoples. A problem which affects the Common-
wealth as a whole and not merely Britain is the crucial
relationship of self-governing Colonial communities within
the British Commonwealth, but by the time this becomes of
practical urgency, the present Commonwealth may itself
have changed or become part of a larger synthesis or world
order.